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SUBJECT: DRUG TRADEMARK PROBLEMS-STATUS REPORT 

REF: A/STATE A-5159, B / BELGRADE 5638 

1 . TRANSFER OF FOREIGN DRUG TRADEMARKS CONTINUES TO BE 
SENSITIVE ISSUE WHICH COMPETENT GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES 
ARE UNWILLING TO ADDRESS. ON JANUARY 5, EMBASSY AGAIN 
REQUESTED AN APPOINTMENT WITH THE FEDERAL COMMITTEE ON 
HEALTH AND SOCIAL PROTECTION TO DISCUSS APPLICATION OF 
TRADEMARK PROVISION (ARTICLE 27 (4)) OF DRUG LAW AND 
SPECIFIC ITEMS NOTED IN REFAIR A. DESPITE ASSURANCES 
FROM THE COMMITTEE S INTERNATIONAL SECTION THAT AN 
APPOINTMENT COULD BE ARRANGED SOON, A CALL TO COMMITTE 
ON JANUARY 19 REVEALED THAT OFFICIALS ARE STILL NOT 
READY TO PROPOSE MEETING DATE. (ONLY THE SWISS EMBASSY, 

OF THE SEVERAL WESTERN MISSIONS SHOWING AN INTEREST 
IN THE TRADEMARK ISSUE, HAS SUCCEEDED IN OBTAINING 
AN APPOINTMENT AT THE COMMITTEE AND THIS CAME ONLY 
AFTER HEAVY LOBBYING BY THE AMBASSADOR WITH SENIOR OFFICIALS 
OF THE FOREIGN TRADE MINISTRY AND FEDERAL CHAMBER 
OF ECONOMY. AS NOTED IN REFTEL B, DISCUSSION AT MEETINGS 
WERE OF GENERAL NATURE AND DID NOT CLARIFY ITEMS IN QUESTION.) 
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2. WHEN INITIAL APPOINTMENT REQUEST WAS MADE, 

COMMITTEE OFFICIAL TOLD EMBASSY OFFICER THAT DELEGATION 
OF DRUG INDUSTRY REPRESENTATIVES WENT TO U.S. ON JANUARY 
8 TO MEET WITH U.S. PHARACEUTICAL FIRMS. HE WAS RELUCTANT TO 
DISCUSS DELEGATION'S PROGRAM BUT IMPLIED THAT THE TRADEMARK 
ISSUE WOULD BE RAISED IN IT'S MEETINGS. HAS THE DEPARTMENT 
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BEEN INFORMED OF CONTENT OF DISCUSSIONS WHICH DELEGATION HAS 
HAD WITH U.S. DRUG COMPANIES? IF NOT, LANDAU OF JOHNSON AND 
JOHNSON MAY BE POSSIBLE SOURCE OF INFORMATION. 

3. ACCORDING TO SWISS INDUSTRY SOURCES, FAM-ITALIA AND 
FRENCH AND SEDISH DRUG FIRMS (IDENTITY UNDISCLOSED) 

HAVE SIGNED MARKETING AGREEMENTS WITH YUGOSLAV DRUG FIRMS 
THAT COMPLY WITH ARTICLE 27(5). THIS WAS REVEALED BY 
SWISS COMMERCIAL COUNSELOR AT INFORMAL MEETING ON DRUG 
LAW ATTENDED BY EMBASSY ECON/COMM OFFICER AND REPRESENTATIVES 
OF GERMAN, AUSTRAIN, ITALIAN AND BRITISH EMBASSIES AS WELL AS 
SWISS AMBASSADOR. REPRESENTATIVES HAVE NOT HEARD 
OF ANY OTHER DRUG FIRMS WHICH HAVE PERMITTED TRANSFER OF 
TRADEMARK RIGHTS TO YUGOSLAV BUSINESS PARTNERS. 

AUSTRIAN, BRITISH AND SWISS REPRESENTATIVES SAID 
THAT THEIR RESPECTIVE GOVERNMENTS AND DRUG INDUSTRIES 
WERE STRONGLY OPPOSED TO TRADEMARK PROVISION. 

CONCERN, HOWEVER, IS PRIMARLY WITH TRANSFER OF 
TRADEMARK OWNERSHIP AND NOT DELAYS IN REGISTERING 
TRADEMARKS WITH PATENT OFFICE. SWISS COMMERCIAL 
COUNSELOR ALSO ANNOUNCED AT MEETING THAT SWISS DELEGATION 
OF PHARMACEUTICAL REPRESENTATIVES WOULD BE COMING TO 
YUGOSLAVIA END JANUARY OR BEGINNING FEBRUARY TO MEET 
WITH GOVERNMENT AND DRUG INDUSTRY OFFICIALS ON TRADEMARK 
QUESTION. 
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4. INFORMATION REVEALED PIECEMEAL FROM OFFICIAL AND 
UNOFFICIAL SOURCES INDICATES THAT TRADEMARK PROVISION IS 
STILL UNDER REVIEW BY COMMITTEE OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. 

NONE OF THESE SOURCES, HOWEVER, HAVE BEEN ABLE TO PROVIDE 
ANY DETAILS ON COMMITTEE'S DELIBERATIONS OR SPECIFIC 
PROPOSALS, IF THEY INDEED EXIST. FOR REVISING DRUG LAW. 

IN IEW OF LEGISLATIVE BACKLOG WHICH IS TRYING UP ACTION 
ON ISSUES OF GREATER ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE (E.G., JOINT 
VENTURES AND LONG TERM TECHNICAL AND COMMERICAL COOPERATION), 
MOVEMENT ON TRADEMARK QUESTION MAY BE YET DELAYED SEVERAL 
MONTHS. 

5. ISSUE OF LONG DELAYS IN REGISTERING FOREIGN DRUG 
TRADEMARKS WAS ALSO RAISED IN EMBASSY'S WRITTEN REQUEST FOR 
APPOINTMENT AT HEALTH COMMITTEE. SPECIFICALLY, IT WAS 
ASKED WHETHER THERE ARE ANY TECHNICAL OR ADMINISTRATIVE 
REASONS THAT WOULD EXPLAIN WHY REGISTERATION OF FOREIGN 
DRUG TRADEMARKS MIGHT TAKE SUBSTANTIALLY LONGER THAN THAT 
OF DOMESTIC FIRMS'. IF GOY CAN GIVE NO REASONABLE 
EXPLANATION, THIS WOULD APPEAR TO INDICATE VIOLATION 

OF NATIONAL TREATMENT PRINCIPLE OF PARIS CONVENTION 
AND GIVE GROUNDS FOR OFFICIAL PROGEST. IN DISCUSSING 
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THIS ISSUE WITH YUGOSLAVS, IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO HAVE 
SPECIFIC EXAMPLES OF U.S. APPLICATIONS FOR TRADEMARK 
REGISTRATION THAT HAVE TAKEN UNUSUALLY LONG TIME TO 
PROCESS. HAVE ANY U.S. DRUG FIRMS PROVIDED DEPARTMENT 
WITH SPECIFIC EXAMPLES? IF SO, PLEASE FORWARD. 

6. EMBASSY WILL CONTINUE TO PRESS FOR APPOINTMENT 
WITH HEALTH COMMITTEE AND KEEP DEPARTMENT POSTED ON 
STATUS OF TRADEMARK PROVISION. 

EAGLEBURGER 
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